
CROW TRIBAL LEGISLATURE
MARCH 18, 2008 SPECIAL SESSION

JOINT ACTION RESOLUTION NO. JAR08-01

INTRODUCED BY CARL E. VENNE, CHAIRMAN
CROW TRIBAL EXECUTIVE BRANCH

JOINT ACTION RESOLUTION OF THE CROW TRIBAL LEGISLATURE AND
THE CROW TRIBAL EXECUTIVE BRANCH ENTITLED:

"FINAL APPROVAL OF THE OIL AND GAS LEASE BETWEEN THE CROW TRIBE
OF INDIANS AND ELK PETROLEUM, INC."

WHEREAS, the Chainnan of the Executive Branch has authority and responsibility
pursuant to the "enumerated powers" in Article IV, Section 3(t) ofthe Constitution and Bylaws
ofthe Crow Tribe of Indians to "negotiate and approve or prevent any sale, disposition, lease or
encumbrance ofTribal lands, interests in lands or other Tribal assets, including buffalo,
minerals, gas and oil with final approval granted by the Legislative Branch," and in Article IV
Section 3(k) to "negotiate and approve limited waivers of sovereign immunity when such a
waiver is necessary for business purposes in accordance with Article V, Section 2(t) of [the]
Constitution;" and

WHEREAS, theChainnan of the Executive Branch, with the delegated assistance of
the Oil and Gas Committee headed by the Vice-Secretary of the Executive Branch, has
negotiated an Oil and Gas Lease Between the Crow Tribe of Indians and Elk Petroleum, Inc.
(the "Lease"), for the exploration and production ofoil and gas on approximately 88,420
Tribally-owned net mineral acres in the Lodge Grass area within the Crow Reservation, a copy
of which is attached hereto and incorporated by reference; and

WHEREAS, the Legislative Branch has authority and responsibility pursuant to its
"powers and duties" in Article V, Section 2(d) ofthe Constitution "to grant final approval or
disapproval ofitems negotiated by the Executive Branch of Government pertinent to the sale,
disposition, lease or encumbrance ofTribal lands, interests in lands or mineral assets," and in
Article V, Section 2(t) to "grant final approval or disapproval of limited waivers of sovereign
immunity by the Executive Branch when waivers are necessary for business purposes;" and

WHEREAS, exploration for and development ofTribal oil and gas resources is in the
best interests of the Tribe and Tribal members, and the Lease provides for such exploration and
development on a fair, environmentally responsible, and commercially sound basis, and the
limited waiver ofthe Tribe's sovereign immunity in the Lease is necessary for business
purposes; and
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WHEREAS, after approval by the Legislature and Executive Branches of the Crow
Tribe, the Lease is subject to approval by the Secretary of the Interior or his designee, pursuant
to the Indian Mineral Development Act of 1982 (25 U.S.C. § 2101, et seq.) and other
applicable Federal law;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE AND THE
EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF THE CROW TRIBE:

Section 1. That the "Oil and Gas Le.ase Between the Crow Tribe of Indians and
Elk Petroleum, Inc.," including the limited waiver of sovereign immunity contained
therein, attached hereto and incorporated by this reference, is hereby granted final
approval pursuant to Article V, Sections 2(d) and 2(f) of the Constitution and Bylaws of
the Crow Tribe.

Section 2. That the Chairman of the Executive Branch is authorized to sign and
execute the·above~referencedLease on behalf ofth.e Crow Tribe, and to take all such
further actions on behalf of the Crow Tribe as are necessary to implement, administer
and enforce the Lease.

Section 3. That the rmal approval granted herein is effective on the date of
approvalof this Resolution, and is subject only to such further approvals as are required
by Federal law.

Section 4. Thatthe Executive Branch will comply with applicable Tribal law with
respect to Tribal revenues generated by the Lease, and will keep the Legislature and/or its
designatedSubcommittee(s) informed on a timely basis of formal notices issued pursuant
to the Lease and other significant actions taken to administer the Lease, including but not
limited to any proposed assignment, sublease or transfer; and all amendments to the
Lease shall be subject to the further final approval of the Legislature.
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CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that this Joint Action Resolution "FINAL A.PPROVAL OF THE OIL AND

GAS LEASE BETWEEN THE CROW TRIBE OF INDJIANS AND ELK PETROLEUM,

INC." was duly approved by the Crow Tribal Legislature with a vote of...lL in favor,

-L opposed, and..1L abstained and that a quorum was present on this 18TH day of March,

2008.

~Q~L1S8
eaker ofthe ouse

Crow Tribal Legislature

ATTEST:

EXECUTIVE ACTION

Ihereb~//

---,/=:..--_ aapt:pprove,

___ veto

this Joint Action Resolution for the "FINAL APPROVAL OF THE OIL AND GAS LEASE

BETWEEN THE CROW TRIBE OF INDIANS AND ELK PETROLEUM, INC."

pursuant to the authority vested in the Chainnan of the Crow Tribe by Article V, Section 8 and

Article IV, Sections 3(f) and 3(k) of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Crow Tribe ofIndians

on this tJO day of yyJrl{At.Jh ,2008.

hainnan, Executive Branch
Crow Tribe of Indians
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