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May 29, 1908.
[H. R. 21735.]

[Public, No. 156.]
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SIXTIETH CONGRESS. Sess. I. Ca. 216. 1908,

GBW:‘AP. 216. An Act To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to issue patents

- in fee to purchasers of Indian lands under any law now existing or hereafter enacted,

and for other purposes. ]

~ Beit enapted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, 'That the lands, or any part
thereof, allotted to any Indian, or any inberited interest therein, which
can be sold under existing law by authority of the Secretary of the
Interior, except the lands in Oklahoma, and the States of Minnesota
and South Dakota may be sold on the petition of the allottee, or his
heirs, on such terms and conditions and under such regulations as the
Secretary of the Interior may prescribe; and the lands of a minor, or
of a person deemed incompetent by the Secretary of the Interior to
petition for himself, may be sold in the same mannér, on the petition

" of the natural guardian in the case of infants, and in the case of Indians
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deemed incompetent as aforesaid, and of orphans without a natural
uardian, on petition of a Ii‘erson designated for the purpose by the
gecretary of the Interior. That when any Indian who has heretofore
received or who may hereafter receive, an allotment of land dies before
the expiration of the trust period, the Secretary of th¥ Interior shall
ascertain the legal heirs of such Indian, and if satisfied of their ability
to manage their own affairs shall cause to be issued in their names a
patent in fee simple for said lands; but if he finds them incapable of
managing their own affairs, the land may be sold as hereinbefore pro-
vided: Provided, That the proceeds derived from all sales hereunder
shall be used, during the trust period, for the benefit of the allottee, or
heir, so disposing of his interest, under the supervision of the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs: And provided further, That upon the
approval of any sale hereunder by the Secretary of the Interior he
shall cause a patent in fee to issue in the name of the purchaser for
the lands so sold: And provided further; That nothing in section one
}]J)erlgin contained shall apply to the. States of Minnesota and South
akota. :
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