SIXTY-SECOND CONGRESS. Sess, II. Cas. 276-278. 1912,

CHAP. 278.—An Act Providing for patents on reclamation entries, and for other
purposes. .

Be it enacted by the Senate and Housleegf Representaiives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That any homestead entry-
man under the Act of June seventeenth, nineteen hundred and two,
known as the reclamation Act, including entrymen on ceded Indian
lands, may, at any time after having complied with the provisions of
law applicable to such lands as to residence, reclamation and culti-
vation, submit proof of such residence, reclamation and cultivation,
which proof, if found regular and satisfactory, shall entitle the entry-

265

A Bt 9, 1912.
“fE-o045
[Public, No.256.]

RBeclamation Act.

Homesteaders wun-
der, to receive patent
‘when conditionscom-
pleted.

Vol. 32, p. 888.


cu1046
Text Box


266

Final water - right
certificates.

Proviso,
Payment in full re«
quired.

Lien reserved to
United States.

Forfeitureof titleon
default of payment,

Sale, ete., author-
ized.

Proviso.
Bidding in by
United States.

Certificate of final
payment.

8ingle holdings lim-
ited.

“Excess acquired by
descent, ete.

Forfeiture o! pro-
ted excess.

SIXTY-SECOND CONGRESS. Ssss. II. Cm. 278. 1912,

man to-a patent, and all purchasers of water-right certificates on
reclamation projects shall be entitled to a final water-right certificate
upon. proof of the cultivation and reclamation of the land to which
the certificate applies, to the extent required by the reclamation Act
for homestead entrymen: Provided, That no such patent or certificate
shall issue until all sums due the United States on account of such
land or water right at the time of issuance of patent or certificate
have been ’Faid.

Skc. 2. That every patent and water-right certificate issued under
this Act shall expressly reserve to the United States a prior lien on
the land patented or for which water right is certified, together with
all water rights appurtenant or belonging thereto, superior to all
other liens, claims or demands whatsoever for the payment of all sums
dite or to become due to the United States or its successors in control
of }ghe. irrigation project in connection with such lands and water

ts. )
Upon default of payment of any amount so due title to the land
shall pass to the United States free of all encumbrance, subject to the
right of the defaulting debtor or any mortgagee, lien holder, judgment
debtor, or subsequent purchaser to redeem the land within one year
after the notice of such default shall have been given by payment of
all moneys due, with eight per centum intergst and cost. And the
United States, at its option, acting through the Secretary of the
Interior, may cause land to be sold at any time after such failure to
redeem, and from the proceeds of the sale there shall be paid into the
reclamation fund all moneys due, with interest as herein provided, and
costs. The balance of the proceeds, if any, shall be the property of
the defaulting debtor or his assignee: Provided, That in case of sale
after failure to redeem under this section the United States shall be
authorized to bid in such land at not more than the amount in default,
including interest and costs. A

Skc. 3. That u};on full and final gayment being made of all amounts
due on account of the building and betterment charges to the United
States or its successors in control of the project, the United States or
its successors, as the case may be, shall issue upon request a certifi-
cate certifying that payment of the building and betterment charges
in full has been made and that the lien upon the land has been so far
satisfied and is no longer of any force or effect except. the lien for
annual charges for operation and maintenance: Provided, That no
person shall at any one time or in any manner, except as hereinafter
otherwise provided, acquire, own, or hold irrigable land for which
entry or water right application shall have been made under the said
reclamation Act of June seventeenth, nineteen hundred and two, and
Acts supplementary - thereto and amendatory thereof, before final
payment in full of all instalments of building and betterment charges
shall have been made on account of such land in excess of one farm
unit as fixed by the Secretary of the Interior as ihe limit of area per
entry of public land or per s‘mﬁle ownershilp of private land for which
a water right may be purchased respectively, nor in any case in excess
of one hundred and sixty acres, nor shall water be furnished under
said Acts nor a water right sold or recognized for such excess; but
any such excess land acquired at any time in good faith by descent,
by will, or by foreclosure of any lien may be held for two years and no
longer after its acquisition; and every excess holding prohibited as
aforesaid shall be forfeited to the United States by proceedings insti-
tuted by the Attorney General for that purpose in any court of com-
petent jurisdiction; and this proviso shall be recited in every patent
and water-right certificate issued by the United States under the
provisions of this Act. .
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Skc. 4. That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to
designate such bonded fiscal agents or officers of the Reclamation
Service as he may deem advisable on each reclamation project, to
whom shall be paid all sums due on reclamation entries or water rigilts,
and the officials so designated shall keep a record for the information
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of the public of the sums paid and the amount due at any time on .

account of any entry made or water right purchased under the recla-
mation Act; and the Secretary of the Interior shall make provision
for furnishing copies of duly authenticated records of entries upon
payment of reasonable fees, which copies shall be admissible in evi-
dence, as are copies authenticated under section eight hundred and
eighty-eight of the Revised Statutes,

Sec. 5. That jurisdiction of suits by the United States for the
enforcement of tjle provisions of this Act is hereby conferred on the
UuiteddStates district courts of the districts in which the lands are
situated.

. Approved, August 9, 1912,
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