"FIFTIETH CONGRESS. Sess. II. Cms. 390, 391.. 1889.

CHAP. 391.—An act to Xrovide for the sale of Iands patented to certain members
of the Flathead band of Indians in Montana Territory, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Sgnde and House of Representatives of the
nited_Slates of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary

of the Interior, with the consent of the Indians severally, to whom

atents have been issued for lands assigned to them in the Bitter Root
alley, in Montana Territory, under the provisions of an act of Con-
gress approved June fifth, eighteen hundred and seventy-twos~enti-
tled **An act to provide for the removal of the Flathcad and other
Indians from the Bitter Root Valley, in the Territory of Montana”
or the heirs at law of such Indians, be, and he hereby is, authorized
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to cause to be appraised and sold, in tracts not exceeding one hun- |

. dred and sixty acres, all the lands allotted and patented to said In-
dians; said lands shall be appraised as if in astate of nature, but the
enhanced value thereof, by virtue of the settlement and improvement
of the surrounding country, shall be considered in ascertaming their
value:* Provided, That the amprovements thereon shall be appraised

- separate and distinct from land: Provided, further, That where any
such patentes has died lgavi‘n% no heirs, the lands and improvements
aof such deceased patentee shall be appraised and sold in Iike mangper
for the commbon benefit of the tribe to which =aid patentee belonged.
. 8ec. 2. That after the appraisement herein autﬁorized shall have
beén completed, and after due notice, the Secretary of the Interior
shall offer said lands for sale through the proper land-office, in tracts
not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres, which shall be the limit
of the amount any one person shall be allowed to purchase, except in
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cases, if any, where a tract contains a fractional excess over one’

hundred and sixty acres to the highest bidder: Provided, That no
portion of said lands ghall be sold at less than the appraised value
thereof: Provided, That the said Secretary. may dispose of the same
on the following terms as to payment, that is to say, one-third of the
price of an¥ tract of land solg unter the provisions of this act to be
paid by the purchaser on the-day of sale, one third in one year, and
one-third in two years from said date, with interest on the deferred
gaymnps at the rate of five per centum per annum; but in case of

efault in either of said payments, or the interest theréon, the person
so defaulting for a period of sixty ddys shall forfeit absolutely the
right to the tract which he h.s %urchased, with any payroent or pay-
ments he may have made; and the land thus forfeited shall again be
sold as in the first instance:  Provided further, That before the second
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or any subsequent payment shall be received, the purchaser shall
prove to the satisfaction of the land office that he is actually residing
upon the tract of land so purchased, and that he is entitled under the
laws of United States to the benefit of the homestead laws, -

8EC 3. That the net proceeds derived from the sale of the lands
hercin authorized shall be placed in the Treasury to the credit of the
Indians severally entitled thereto, and the Secretary of the Interior
is hereby authorized o pay the same in cash to original allotters and
ga,tentees, or the heirs at law of such, or expend thesame for their

enefit in such manner as he may deem for their best interest,

Sec 4. That when a purchaser shall- have made full payment for
atract of land, as herein provided, and for the'improvements thereon,
patent shall be issued as in case of public lands under the homestead
and preemgtion laws.

S8Ec 5 That for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this
act there be, and hereby is, appropriated, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of five hundred dollars,
or s0 much thereof as may be necessargr, which sum shall be reim-
bursed Xro rata out of the proceeds of thesaleof thelandsherein au-
thorized. :

SEc. 6. That in the eventof the sale of the lands herein authorized
it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to remove the In-
dians whose lands shall have been sold to the general reservation,
known as the Jocko Reservation, in the Territorfr of Montana. .

SEc 7 That all acts and parts of acts in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed.

Approved, March 2, 1889,



