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JAMES BUCHANAN,  

PRESIDENT OF THE: UNITED STATES OF AME~~Ic& 

TO ALL AXUD SIRQOLAl? TO WHO% THlCBE PB&BBbPFB SHALL COME, QBEBTINQ : Jdy 1% 1866. 

WHEREAS a treaty was made and concluded at the treaty ground, 
at Hell Gate, in the Bitter Root Valley, on the sixteenth day of Jnly, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five, between Isaac I. Stevens, governor and 
superintendent of Indian affairs tbr the Territory of Washington, on the 
part of tbe United States, and the hereinafter named chiefs, headmen, 
aud delegates of the confederated tribes of the Flathead, Kodeaay, and 
Upper Pend d90reilles I d i n s ,  on behaIf of and acting for mid confeder- 
ated tribes and duly arrthorid thereto, by them, which treaty is in the 
words and figilm following, to wit: 

Articles of agreement and convention made .and coacladed at the treaty ~ ~ Q W T  
ground at Hell Gate, ln the Bitter Root Valley, this sixteenth day of July, mB& 
in the year one thousand eight bandred and fifty-five, b ; ~  and between 1- 
I. Stevens, governor and superinteadent of Indian &(urn for the Territory 
of Wasbmgton, on the part of the United Btatee, and the undersigned 
chiefa, headmen, and delegates of tbe confederated tribes of the-Flathead, 
Kooteoay, and Upper Pcnd d'oreillas I n c l ' i  on bebalf of and acting 
for said confederated tribes, and being duly authorid thereto by them. 
I t  being understood and agreed that the said confederated tribes do hereby 
constitute a nation, under the name of the Flathead nation, with Victor, 
the head chief of the Flathead tribe, as the head chief of the mid nation, 
and that the several chi* headmen, and delegates, whose names are 
signed to this treaty, do hereb in behalf of their reepdve tribes, re- 
w i s e  Victor a. &a head &? 

ARTICLE I. The said confederated tribes of Indiana hereby cede, re- cwim ol 
linquiah, and convey to the United Stah all their right, title, and interest laads to the 
in and to the countryoccupied or claimed by them, bounded and described unitedS- 
as follows, to wit: 

Commencing on the main ridge of the aocky Mountains at the forty- 
ninth (49tb) parallel of latitude, tbence westwardly on that parallel to the 
divide between the Fkbbow or IIooterna River and Clarke's Fork ; thenae 
southerly and southeasterly dong said divide to the one hnndred and 
fifteenth degm of longitude, (1 15O,) thence in a southwesterly direction 
to the divide between the soam of the St. Regis Borgia and the &or 
d'Alene Rivers, thence wtheasterly and southerly w g  the main ridge of 
the Bitter Root Mountains to the divide between the head waters of the 
Koos-lroos-be Ever and of the southwestern fork of the Bitter Root River, 
thence easterly along the divide aeparati~~g the waters of the several wib- 
utarias of the Bitter Root River from the waters fiowing into the Salmon 
aid snake Riven, to the main ridge of tbe Bocky Mountains, aud thence 
northerly along mid main ridge to the place of be&*. 

ARTIULE IL There is, however, m r v e d  h m  the lands above ceded, lbmmtion. 
for the we and occupation of the said confederated tribes,,and as a gen- 
eral Indian reservation upon which may be placed d e r  fdndly triias 



and bands d Indians of the Territory of Waehington who may agree to 
be consolidated with tbe h i e s  parties to tbis treaty, under the common 
designation of the Flathead nation, with Victor, head chief of the Fiat- 
head tribe, ae the' head chief of the nation, the tract of land included 
within the following boundaries, to wit : 

Boandariw. chmmencing at the mrce of the main branch of the Jock0 B ~ v B ~ ;  
thence along the divide sepaa'ng Le  waters flowin into the Bitter Root 
~ i e e r  fro* those flowing into the J a l o  to a point on btrke'e ~ o r k  between 
the Camash and Horse prairies ; thence northerly to, and along the divide 
bounding on the west the Fhthead =ver, to a point due west from the 
point half way in latitude between the northern and southern extremities 
of the Flatbead Lake ; thence on a due east course to the divide whence 
the Crow, the Prune, the Soni-el-em and the Jocko Rivers take their rise, 
and thence southerly along said divide to the place of beginning. 

All which tract shall be set apart, and, so far ae necessary, surveyed 
and. marked out tbr the exclusive use and bendt of said confederated 

~ h i b n o t t o  tribea an Indian reservation. Nor shall any white man, excepting 
mid8 thereon those in the employment of the I n d i i  departheat. be permitted to reside 
*w'b upon the said reservation without permission of the confederated tribes, 

and the superintendent and aggnt. And the said confederated tribes agree 
to m o v e  to and settle upon tbe same within one year after the rati-fica- 
tion of thia Wty. In the meantime it hall be hwful for them to reside 
upon an ground not in the actual claim and occupation of citizens of the 
United &ate, and open aay ground chimed or omspied if with the'per 
mission of' the owner or claimant. 

Gasranteeing however the right to dl citizens 6f the United States 
to enter upon and occupy ae settlera any lands not actually occupied and 
cultivated by said Indians at tLi time, and not included in the reservation 

lndtsna to above named. Bnd- That any eubstantial impmemeats hereto- 
dowed fir tm- fore made by any In&, such as flelds enclosed and cultivated and houses 
~ ~ m ~ d . O n ,  erected upon tbe Iands hmby cedcd, and which he may be compelled to 

abandon ia consequence of this treaty, ehaU be valued under the direction 
of the Pmident of the United Stabes, and payment made therefor in 
money, or imp~vements of an equd value be made for add Indian 
upon the reearvation; and no I n d i i  will be required to abandon the 
improvements aforesaid, now occupi+ by him, until their value in 
money or improvements of an equal value shall be furnished him as 
atbresaid.. - ma be  TICL LEI had praoidal, h a t  if nW3SSary tbr the puhh cmven- 

made throutt%re- ience roads may be mu through the said reservation ; snd, on the other 
-tion, hand, the right of way with free amess fhm the same to the nearest 

public highway is secured to them; as a h  the right in common with 
citizens of the United States to travei u n all public highwaye. 

a The exclusive right of taking thh in $the streams running through a 
P'%B h- bodering-said reservstion ia farther secured to said India118 ; as also the dianr right of taking fieh at all was1 awl accustomed places, in common with 

citizens of' the Territory, and of ere&ng tempomy, buildings tbr curing ; 
together with the privifege of hunting, gatbring trade aad berries, and 
pasturing their horsea and oattle upon open and nnclaimed lanb 

ARTICLE IV. In cunaidw&on of tbe above cession, the United Ststes &fa? by agree to pay to the said confderated tribea of Indians, in addition to tbe 
Boo& . goods and provisions distributed to tbem s t  tbe time of signing thii tFeaty 

the sum of one hundred and twenty thousand dollara in the followin 
manner-thatis to my: Forthe m* year .Aer thera t i i?o . t ionb~ 
thirty& thousand dollars, to be expended nnder the direction of the 
President m prooidiy tbr their removal to the reeervation, breaking ap 
and fencing filrme, budding housea for them, and for such other objects as 
he may deem newmcy. For the next four yean, six t h o 4  d o h .  
each year; for,tke next five years, fiva thousand dollars each year; for 
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the next five years, Lur thousand i l o h  each year; and fix the next 
Bve yeam, three thoasawl dollars each year. 

All which said sums 'of money s h d  be applied to the use and beodt HOW to be sp. 
of the said Ind*~, under the direction of tbe -dent of the United plfed 
States. who may from time to time determine, at hi discretion, upon what 
bendcirl objects to espend the same for them, and the superintendent 
of Indian a$iLiFs, or other proper ofRcer, shall each year inform the 
President of the wishes of the Indians in relation thereto. 
AF~TICLE V. The United States fhrlher agree to establhh at eaitible united taw 

points within said reaervatioo, within one year aRer the ratification hereof, &@$' 
an agricultural and industrial school, d o g  the necessary buililings, 

r& 

keeping the =me in repair, and providing it with fhrnitare, books, and 
stationery, to be located at the ageoey, and to be free to the cbiidren of 
the mid t r i i  and to employ a mitable instrmbr or ~ o t o m  To -91 

furnish one blacksmith s h  to which ahall be attached a tin and sun cJloPk 
shop; one carpenter's shofi one-wagon and ploughmaker's shop; and-to 
keep the Rame in repair, and furnished with the necessary toola TO em- 
pG two h e r s ,  o& bkcksmith, one tinnar, one gunsmi& one arpenter, 
one wagon and plough maker, for the instruction of the Iodians in tradeg 
and to mist them in the same. To ere& one sawmill and one flde saw and @t 
mill, keeping the same in repair and furnished with the fools - 
and tixtum, and to employ two millers. To erect a hospital, keeping lh horpatst 
same in repair, and provided with the n y  medicines and furniture, 
and to employ a physician ; and to erect, keep in repair, and provide with 
the newawry furniture the buildihgs required for the aaommodation of 
the said employees. The said buildings and establiients to be main- 

. tained aud kept in repair as aforesaid, and the employees to be kept in 
service for the period of tweaty years. 

And in view of the fact that the h d  && of. the said amfederated Q pay d a q  
tribes of Indians are expected and will be called upon to perfbrm roaq ~~~ 
services of a public character, otxupying m c h  of their time, the United 
States hrther agree to pay to each of the Flathead, Eootdy,  and Uppeg 
Pend d ' 0 d e s  &ibes ilve hundred d o h  per year, for the term of twenty 
yeam after the ratiffcation herebfl as a 
confkderated tribes may sel& to be,tbeir ~ f o r m c h p Q . o m * t h e s a i d  ead e b i e  and to build for 
them at suitable points on the mrvation a comfortable house, and prop 
erly furnish the same, and to plough and fence for each of them fen a m a  
of land. The salary to he paid to, and the eaid hbuses to be occupied by, 
soch head &efs so long as they may bq el& to that po&ion by their 
tribes, arld no lo*. 

And aU the ex~anditniw and expenses contemplatad in fhis article of 
this treaty &all he defrayed by the Unitad States, and shall not be de- to be 
ducted from h e  annuities agreed to be paid to aaid tribe& Nor %Itall the U n i ~ ~ ~ &  
cost of trensportiog the goods for the anliuit payments be a charge upon and not obrrged 

annuities, but be defrayed by the do* states, on sonaitia 
ABTICLE VL The Preside~t may &om time to time, at his M o n ,  

cause the whole, or each portion of such reservation as he may think 
proper, to be surveyed into lots, and assign the eame to such inckviduala Lots may be 
or families of tbe pgid confederated tribes as are willing to avail them Ly to 
eelves of the privilege, and wi l l  locata on the same as a pemanent home, 
on the same term and subject to the m e  regulations as are provided in 
thesixth articlsofthe treatvwith theOmahaas0 far as the samemay VoLx.p~l044. 
be applicable, 

. 
A L ~ L E  VIL The annuities of the .Fo id co&demted tnlu 

~n'liam httu not be t&en to pa) the debts ot%dual~ a& oi Inatuu. 
A ~ ~ C L B  VLU  he afomsaid oon~enrted tribes of Indians a~kncwl- ~ndiam t o p  

edge their dependence upon the government of the United Sbrtsa,.and r-fribndl~m 
promise to be Sendly with all citizens thereof, and pledge .&hemeelves to 
commit no depredations upon the property of Bnch citizens. And should 



T n d h  to p y  any one or more of- them violate this pledge, and the tirct he s a t i s f ~ r i l y  
ibr roved betbre the agent, the property taken shall be returned, or in de- 

&t thereof, or if injured or destroyed, compenur*b may b made by 
not to the government o6t of the annaities. Nor will they make war on any 

~ ~ o e p t ,  &a other t n i  except in self-defence, but win submit all matters of difference 
between tbem and other Indians to the government of the United States, 
or its agent, for decision, and abide thereby. Bad if any of the #aid In- 
dians commit any depldatione on any other Indiana within the jurisdio- 
tion of tbe United States, the =me rule sbl l  prevail as that prescribed 
in this article, in c&e of depredations against citizens. And the said - tribes "r not to shelter or o o n d  d e n d m  against the lam of h e  

Offend- United tates, but to deliver them np to the authorities fm trial. 
h u i t f e s  to AB~QLE IX. The said confederated tribes desire to exclude from their kwTfdne reservation tbe use of ardent spirits, and to prevent their people from 

&o., srdent a p ~ !  drinking the m e  ; and therefore it ia provided that any Indian belonging 
ib. to said confederated tribes of Indians who ia guilty of bringing liquor into 

said reservation, or who drinks liqaor, may have his or ber proportion of 
tbe annuities withheld from hlm or her for such time aa the Pwident 
may determine. 

h a m t y  of ARTICLE X. m& United atateg further agree to guaranty the exclu- 
sive ase of the reservation provided for in this treaty, aa against any eb0f=,,h claims which may be urged by the Hudson Bay Compny under the pro- 

&Y Oornpany. visions of the treaty between the United States and Great Britain of the 
Vd P. 870. Mtemth of June, eighteen hundred and forty-six, in consequence of the 

occupation of a trading post on the Pru-in River by tbe servants of tbat 
company* 

Bitter Boot ABT~cL~P XI. It is, moreover, provided that the Bitter Root Valley, 3 " - above the Laelo fork, shall be carehlly w e y e d  .ad examined, and if 
t h s  L~L% it shall prove, in the jadgment of the President, to be better adapted to 

for mem- tbe wants of the Flathead t r i i  than the general reservation provided for 
in tbis treaty? then such portions of it as may be neceseary shall be set 

meanwhilenot apart as a separate reservation for the said tribe, No portion of the 
to be ned for Bitter Root Valley, above the Loo-lo tbrk, shall be opened to settlement 

until sucb examination is bad and tbe decision of tbe President d r  

known. 
mentreatyto ~ C L D  XIL This treaty &ad be obligatory upon the contracting 

tekeoffed parties as soon aa the mow shall be ratified by the President and Senate 
of the United State& 

signstom, In teetimony whereof, tbe said Isaac L Stevens, governor and superin- 
J*Y 169 181%. tendent of Indian Si for the Territory of Washington, aad the under- 

signed b e d  chieL, chiefs and principal men of the Flathead, Kootsnay, 
and Upper Pend d'oreilles tribes of Indians, have hereunto set their 
hands and seals, at the pkta and on the day rmd year bereinbefore writ- 
ten. 

BMC 31. STEVENS, L. s. 
c;ovemur d h b p d d  hbn dfdF!W. 4 

VICTOR, Head chief o th JRWutd N i  his x mark.' 
ALEXANI)ER, CB&/qf t* cplc Prad 

8 OteiIm, his x mark. 
MICHELLE, of th Xsdsffaya, hicl x mark. 
AMBROSE, his x mark. 
PAH-SOH, his x mark. 
B U R  TRACE; his x ma&. 
ADOLPHE, his x mark. 
THUNDER, hie x mark. 
BIG CANOE, hi x mark. 
KOOTEL CHAH, his x mark 
PAUL, his x mark 
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ATYDREW, 
MICHELLE, 
BATTISTE, 

his x mark. 
hiixmark. 
bxBl€Wk. L8. - 

G W  FLINT, 
LITTLE MICBELLE, 
PAUL SEE, 
MOSES, 

Janrse DOTY, Ekmduqy. ,. 
H. LANEDALE, .hdW@ A H  

W. H. TAPPAN, Sd Mw Bgsnt. 
HENRY R. CUOSIRE, 
GU~TAWS SOHON, Ahthud &&qw&w. 
A. 3. HOECKEN, +. M& 
wm~laar CRAlo, 

1 

$sit, whereas, the said treaty Fvhg been submitted to fbe b a t e  of Ccwmt of . 
the United Sto% for their cmwtitutid action thereon, the Senate did, fMv 4 
on the eighth day of March, teen hundred and my-nine, advise and 
consent to 'the ratification of e same, by a resolution in the words and 
6gum following, to wit : 

t 
~ 3 %  3kEonnvr Sablm, 

" SENATEI OB TEE UX'ITED. STATES, &lY& 8,1869. 
ai%wokd, (two thirds of the senafom present concurring,) That th 

;5eMlte advise and consent to the mtitication of treaty between the United 
States and Chi& Headmen and Delegates of the confederate tFibee of 
the Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper Pend d'Oreille~ Indian~, wbo are 
constituted a nation under the.name of the Flathead Nation, signed 16th 
day of July, 1855. 

UAtmt: "A8BrraY D f r n s ,  B q . "  

NOW, therefore, be it known that I, JAMES BUCHANAN, President m a u q  
of the United States of America, do, in pursuance of the adviee and con- April 18,181~. 
sent of the Senate, as expressed in their resolution of tbe eighth of Mar&, 
one thoulisnd eight bundred and my-nine, accapt, ratify, and confirm the 
mid treatp 

Xn test~mony whereof, 'I have hareanto caoaed the seal of the United 
States to be dked, and have signed the same asith my band. 

Done at the dty of ~ ~ o n , t b ~ e i g h ~ d a ~ d  April, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand Bight Hundred and fi&y- 

[SEAL.] nine, ruld of the Xndemdence of the United S t a b  the 
eighty-third. 

JAMES BUCHANAN. 
By the President. 

LEWIS c!AEE, -of- 
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